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Steve Bell is Coming to Grace!
A Fundraiser for our New Sound System

Get up out of your chair and go get your day planner
or blackberry and mark the date right now for the
must-attend concert of the year.

On Saturday April 24™ at 7:30 p.m. Grace Church
will be presenting internationally famous Juno award
winning Christian recording artist, Canada’s own,
Steve Bell. We are extremely fortunate to have
Steve play with us as he is heavily in demand and
commits to very few concerts a year.

Come hear our awesome new sound system at its
finest in the church worship space. This concertis a
fundraiser and all proceeds after obligations to Mr.
Bell will go towards the new sound system.

According to Fr. Dave, who has seen Steve in con-
cert a few times, it is an evening no one from Grace
or from Counterpoint will want to miss.

Fr. Dave writes, “Steve Bell never disappoints. Every
time | have seen him he has delivered an inspiring
evening of exhilarating music and authentic, real,
personal testimony that, combined, will put a lump in
your throat and, by the end of the evening, leave you
floating on air. His music and message have a
universal appeal that leaves people of all ages
deeply moved and wanting more.”

If you have never heard of Steve Bell, you are in for an evening you won’t soon forget.

You can hear a sample of Steve’s music and message on You Tube at
http://signpostmusic.com/2009/08/deep-calls-to-deep-music-video/. So check him out.

Tickets are $15 each and will be on sale soon and available through Steve Bell's website, the
church office and at coffee hour. We are challenging parishioners to sell five tickets each, in
addition to buying their own. Be a part of a magnificent evening and help us raise money for our
new sound system.

An Intimate evening of story and song




Holy Week Events and Worship

This year, Holy Week begins with Palm Sunday
on March 28" and runs through Easter Day, April 4.

Here’s a list of events and worship:

Sunday March 28" Palm Sunday Service with palm procession

Monday March 29™ 2:00 and 7:30 p.m. “The Jesus | Never Knew” Lenten video and discussion series
— Session 5

Tuesday March 30™ 2:00 and 7:30 p.m. “The Jesus | Never Knew” Lenten video and discussion series
- Final session

Wednesday March 31% 10:00 am. Holy Communion in the chapel

7:30 p.m. Mediation and Taizé chant at the foot of the bell tower around the font

Thursday April 1 Maundy Thursday
6:00 p.m. Pot Luck supper
7:30 Counterpoint foot washing and altar stripping service
7:30 p.m. Maundy Thursday communion service with foot washing and stripping of
the altar
9:00 p.m. All Night Vigil begins

Friday April 2™ Good Friday
6:00 a.m. All Night Vigil concludes

10:00 a.m. Counterpoint service with Good Friday message
(message not suitable for small children)

10:00 a.m. — 11:00 a.m. Good Friday children’s program

10:00 a.m.
Good Friday service in church including a
Reading of the Passion

11:30 a.m. Stations of the Cross in the church

Saturday April 3" Easter Eve
7:30 p.m. Counterpoint Easter Vigil

Sunday April 4™ Easter Day — The Resurrection of the Lord
8:00 a.m. Holy Communion
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
10:00 a.m. Counterpoint Easter Service




180" Annual Vestry Meeting Highlights

meeting with 56 people in attendance. Thanks to the A.C.W. for a |
wonderful luncheon spread that members of vestry ate at their tables
as the meeting was getting underway. The Vestry package is
available in the church office but we wanted to share a few brief
highlights of the meeting:

On Sunday February 7", Grace Church held its 180" annual vestry _ l
T
E

I The rector highlighted many of the achievements in the parish this past year with so many
wonderful ministries. There are many signs of new life at Grace if we have eyes to see them.
His report indicated two areas of concern — declining attendance in the main service and
continuing operating deficits. He reminded the Vestry that church attendance is habit forming
and we need to make a concerted effort of rediscovering the habit of church attendance as
one element of the proper care of our souls.

f  The Counterpoint ministry strategy is really beginning to bear fruit and thrive, showing
major growth in that congregation’s size. The average age of adults attending Counterpoint is
approximately 35. Some Sunday’s almost 20 children from the Counterpoint congregation are
in our Sunday school and nursery. The vestry was told that Counterpoint attendance is
already averaging over 50 people a week and that it has reached as high as 89 people.

' An operating loss for 2009 of roughly $81,000 was presented by the wardens. Contributing
to this was the reality of unanticipated expenses of over $115,000 on building upkeep in 2009,
the most extensive being repairs to the bell tower and a new roof for the south side of the
parish hall.

 $79,000 in upgrades to the lower hall for the Daily Bread program were also made. This
money was sourced by the wardens and rector through government homelessness initiatives
and did not cost Grace Church. Having said that, much volunteer time and effort by warden
Dave Anderson, Miles and Maureen Brook and others made these upgrades possible.

' The wardens informed the Vestry they are going ahead with a new sound system in Winter
2010 for the church worship space following many complaints. (This new system has been
ordered and will be operating prior to Holy Week).

f The wardens outlined their strategy to invest in Counterpoint now to re-tool for the future in
Counterpoint and the building. A Budget with an anticipated operating deficit of $84,000 was
presented and approved by the Vestry.

f The wardens announced that an HVAC study of our heating, ventilation system was
commissioned in an effort to find a solution to exorbitant energy consumption and costs. (Both
financially and as stewards of the environment and our parish ecological footprint)

' Some discussion took place surrounding the worship times we meet on Sundays and this
was referred to Parish Council.



A Counterpoint Lenten Journey

Part of the regular weekly service at Counterpoint is homework. Yes, that's right folks, homework. Each
week a call to action is given by the pastor and each week the Counterpoint parishioners take up this
call to Christian action into their daily lives. It is a chance to models one’s life in the Christian story and
to live out our common baptism vows between Sundays.

As we prepare ourselves during lent for Easter, Counterpoint has taking the idea of homework to a
whole new level. We have assigned a Lenten project for all the Counterpoint congregants. It is called,
“eat simply so all may simply eat.” The idea behind taking up this challenge is to replace the old idea of
“giving something up for Lent.”

EAT SIMPLY
SIMPLY EAT

What the challenge involves is making daily choices in our lives surrounding food. From our
abundance, Counterpoint has been invited to intentionally make choices to have a little less or to eat a
more simple diet and the little that we save each day, those nickels and dimes, will be brought in each
and every Sunday, where they are offered to God in a separate and special collection. At the end of
Lent, all the monies that are collected will be rolled, counted and divided equally between the
emergency food cupboard and the Daily Bread Food program.

But what are those little choices that people can make? Easy. Have one less Timmies double double,
buy the no-name brand of pasta, cut and use coupons. Make a decision to have hamburger instead of
steak. There are hundreds of little decisions we can make during the 40 days of Lent, to live a little
simpler, eat a little simpler, save a few dollars each week and then make that money available to those
that are less fortunate.

While this Lenten journey began in Counterpoint, it doesn’'t have to end there. Each and every one of
us can join together to make the simple choices in life to share of our abundance with those that have
so little.




Mackenzie’'s Hair Cut for Cancer

L { R Canadian Sociélé
. . . Cancer  canadienne
Mackenzie Burnside a member of our congregation here at Grace, Guiiuky it caiins
‘ Society  du canc

was inspired a year and a half ago by a Brownies friend to donate her
hair to cancer. Over that period of time, the golden length increased
and so did her determination to make a difference. Even though she is
nervous to be up in front of everyone, it was her idea to inspire others
too.

A few months leading up to the big day were spent fund raising for the
Canadian Cancer Society for a final amount of $850. We came to find
out the organization accepting the hair donation, Angel Hair for Kids
(providing underprivileged children that are burn victims or cancer
patients with wigs) was not funded in anyway and required around
$800 to make a wig from multiple hair donations. Fund raising then
began for Angel Hair as well totaling $280.

A few hundred dollars of the money raised came from the Grace
congregation. Thanks to all who supported Mackenzie, through
donating to her cause.

Finally the big day came. On January 29th, 2010 the school assembly
at Agnes Hodge Public School here in Brantford celebrated the
character trait for compassion. In the middle of the hairdresser
preparing Mackenzie's braids, the announcement was made that she
had won the award. A Canadian Cancer Society representative spoke
to the classes briefly about the significance of the hair and cash .
donations. The students chanted “Mackenzie” over and over while she §
hyperventilated back stage and once the curtains were opened, the
braids were cut. The students and staff cheered and raced to
congratulate and hug her.

It was a very emotional moment in the life of nine year old Mackenzie.
The thirteen inches we had fussed over, no longer frame her cute little
face but will be used to help someone else she has never met.
Despite the nervousness too, all of this was done with the hopes of
inspiring others to do the same. Back when she made this decision,
she had no clue that God would use her this way. He works in
mysterious and wonderful ways.

We are looking to replace the pool table in the youth room. If you know of anyone who
would like to donate a good used pool table please call the church office.
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o The Woman and the Drago

B¥ Mary-ANNE DAVIES
EXPOSITOR LIFESTYLES EDITOR
Brantford

sing bits of fabric, the

' l Banner Group at St.

Stephen’s Anglican

Church has fashioned the Life of

Mary in a series of panels that

grace The Lady Chapel at the
church on Queensway Drive.

The 3-D appliqued artwork,
designed and stitched by about a
dozen members of the creative
sewing circle, depicts the story of
the Blessed Virgin Mary as told
through Scripture.

The project was the inspiration
of the group’s co-ordinators,
Brenda Wivell and Ileen
Gladding, wife of Rev. Mark
Gladding, the church rector,

Each panel, measuring about
two feet wide by three feet in
length, is banded in graduating

shades of blue which is the sym-
bol of hope. The backdrop is of
unbleached cotton fabric and
features an angel at the peak of
each window panel.

“We sometimes forget about
Mary but she was the one who
brought us Christ,” said lleen.

After several weeks of planning
last fall, the co-ordinators say
their ‘vision’ began to take shape.

CREATIVE SEWERS

Late in September, the creative
sewers met regularly to work on
the project which is now mount-
ed on the pale blue wall in The
Lady Chapel, located off the
main sanctuary.

Each completed panel is in-
scribed in stitchery on the back
with the following events in the
life of Mary: The Annunciation;
Mary and Elizabeth; The Nativi-
ty; The Presentation of the Lord;

Church Displays Life of Mary in Fabric Art

Mary and Elizabeth

“We sometimes
forget about Mary
but she was the
one who brought
us Christ”

-lieen Gladding

Good Friday; The Resurrection;
and The Woman and the Drag-
on.

The use of applique and the 3-
D effect was used to create an in-
tricate texture that brings the
panels to life.

Brenda who is somewhat of an
artist said that she likes to use art
as a stepping stone ... as an inspi-
ration for creativity.

“And these two art forms blend
together very well,” she added.

The next project will be a fu-
neral pall which is draped over
the casket during funeral ser-
vices.

sokk

The Expositor needs your help in
order to find local residents who
are unique in some way or local
happenings that would be of inter-
est to our readers. If you know
someone who has a story to share
or some local activity that would
be of interest to others — we.
would be interested in hearing
ahout it. If you can help us, call
Mary-Anne Davies, Lifestyles Edi-
tor, at 756-2020, ext. 2232 or fax
her at 756-9470.




Church Displays Life of Mary in Fabric Art
Continued...

The Fireside Room has a new permanent display. After reading the article from the previous page,
which was first printed in the Expositor on April 16™ 1998, we learn other interesting details of the origin
of the panels.

A few years later they came to Grace Anglican Church as part of St. Stephen’s treasured history when
our parish amalgamation took place.

Space in the Fireside Room allows for their display in sequence and this enhances the storyline.
Each completed panel is inscribed in stitchery on the back.
This is how they read:

Panel #1 The Annunciation Luke Chapter 1 Vs 26-31
Panel #2 Mary visits Elizabeth Luke Chapter 1 Vs 39-45
Panel #3 The Birth of Jesus Luke Chapter 2 Vs 1-7
Panel #4 The Presentation of the Lord Luke Chapter 2 Vs 22-38
Panel #5 Good Friday Luke Chapter 23 Vs 44-49
Panel #6 The Resurrection Luke Chapter 24 Vs 1-12
Panel #7 The Woman and the Dragon Revelation Chapter 12 Vs 1-6

Do visit your Grace Church soon to view this interesting Fabric Art.

A Poem—The Wild White Rose

by Ellen H. Willis

Oh, that | might have my request, and that God would grant me the thing that | long for.—Job 6:8.

It was peeping through the brambles, that little wild white rose,

Where the hawthorn hedge was planted, my garden to enclose.

All beyond was fern and heather, on the breezy, open moor;

All within was sun and shelter, and the wealth of beauty's store.

But I did not heed the fragrance of flow'ret or of tree,

For my eyes were on that rosebud, and it grew too high for me.

In vain | strove to reach it through the tangled mass of green,

It only smiled and nodded behind its thorny screen.

Yet through that summer morning | lingered near the spot:

Oh, why do things seem sweeter if we possess them not? (;’*
My garden buds were blooming, but all that | could see
Was that little mocking wild rose, hanging just too high for me. 2

So in life's wider garden there are buds of promise, too,

Beyond our reach to gather, but not beyond our view;

And like the little charmer that tempted me astray,

They steal out half the brightness of many a summer's day. i

Oh, hearts that fail with longing for some forbidden tree,

Look up and learn a lesson from my white rose and me. . ‘
"Tis wiser far to number the blessings at my feet, o=
Than ever to be sighing for just one bud more sweet.

My sunbeams and my shadows fall from a pierced Hand,

| can surely trust His wisdom since His heart | understand,;

And maybe in the morning, when His blessed face | see,

He will tell me why my white rose grew just too high for me.



Please boast about our residence to all your
acquaintances!
Spread the word! Let’s fill our residence again
next year!

Looking for a Quiet Place to Live?

St. Stephen's House

Laurier Christian Residence
Just 3 minutes from the heart of the campus

Features and Facts Holding Last
, I TOURS BY APPOINTMENT
*Old house charm; totally Year's Rates! ONLY
renovated in 2007 Rooms starting at

* Ten single bedrooms; newly $450.00 monthly.
carpeted and furnished

All inclusive!
* Equipped with internet, cable 519-752-6814
TV and phone connectivity; Bonus: Cable and Internet Ext 27

Call Now!

laundry on site
* Spacious and attractive signing Please leave your name

fees waived for early

common rooms, 5 new and a message.

bathrooms and kitchen Flexible leases Lo .
. Telephone inquiries will be
* Safe, security card access returned promptly!
* Free Parking




Ten Commitments
You Can Make to Help Your Church Thrive

You have heard of the Ten Commandments. How about the ten commitments?

Canon

Harold Percy shared the following list with Grace Church leadership at a recent

conference held at St. James’ Paris. Percy writes:

“Our first priority is not to be good church members. The main point of the Christian life is to
learn to follow Jesus faithfully, intentionally, and joyfully. But following Jesus faithfully involves
participation in the life of the Christian community, the church. Love your church but love
Jesus more.”

Canon Percy left us with the following list | found very thought-provoking:

TEN COMMITMENTS YOU CAN MAKE TO HELP YOUR CHURCH THRIVE

1.

2.

8.

9.

. Make the commitment to create a positive atmosphere.
. Make the commitment to grow in your faith.

. Make the commitment to serve.

. Make the commitment to pray.

. Make the commitment to give generously.

Make the commitment to attend.

Make the commitment to welcome.

Make the commitment to be open to change.

Make the commitment to dream.

10. Make the commitment to invite.

We know that you love your church and your faith is important to you. Perhaps some quiet
time praying about whether some of the items on Canon Percy’s 10 point list are a personal
invitation to you might be devotional time well spent.



Grace Anglican Church
Lenten Video and Discussion Series

|

This Lent we are offering a video discussion series based Pl ” LIP
on Philip Yancey’s book, “The Jesus | Never Knew.” The YAN( : FY
series invites us to reflect on past images we have held of ' .
Jesus and look at Jesus in new ways. The format for each
session is to watch a video then discuss questions generated
by the video. Each week stands on its own so if you have
missed a week or two please feel free to join us for the weeks
you can make it.

The Jesus | Never Knew

Timetable

Session 1 Monday March 1% The Jesus | Thought I Knew

Session 2 Monday March 8" The Beatitudes & Sermon on the Mount
Session 3 Monday March 15% A Revolution of Grace

Session 4 Monday March 22" Jesus’ Miracles

Session 5 Monday March 29" Jesus’ Death and Resurrection
(Monday in Holy Week)

Session 6 Tuesday March 30" The Difference Jesus Makes

(Tuesday in Holy Week)

We are trying something different and offering each session twice on Mondays:

2:00 — 3:30 p.m. OR 7:30-9:00 p.m. You may choose either one, whichever is convenient for you and even bounce back

and forth from session to session.

Please bring a Bible with you each week.

We hope this added convenience will make Lenten study much more accessible to parishioners. Reverend Dave will be the

facilitator.
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