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Terry Dance new area Bishop 
 
 

On March 28th, Dean Terry Dance, rector of St. Paul’s Cathedral, London, was        
elected suffragan bishop of Huron.  He has assumed the title Bishop of Norfolk 
and will be our  area bishop with immediate oversight of Brant deanery including 
Grace Church.  His consecration was Saturday June 6th.  We ask you to keep 
Bishop Terry and his wife Diane in your prayers. 

 
 

    
 
 

 Annual Parish Golf Tournament 
 

 Mark your calendars.  On Saturday August 29th at 1:00 p.m. our annual    
 parish golf tournament will be teeing off at the Delhi Golf Club.  Following the golf     
 we will be having dinner in Delhi.  Please see the sign up sheet on the bulletin  
 board across from the elevator at the Pearl St. door.  This event is growing each 
 year and its proving to be a wonderful time of fun and fellowship.  We hope you  
 can join us.  Cost is $55 which includes golf, dinner and an electric golf cart.   
     Please submit payment to Dave Johnston by August 15th. 
 

      
    

Eco-Footprint Committee 
 
 
A new ad hoc parish Eco-Footprint committee met on May 19th for the first 
time. Its mandate is to complete an audit of our parish’s ecological footprint, 
make recommendations to parish council this Fall, and increase awareness of our responsibili-
ties as Christian stewards to care for the environment.  Members are Alison Bekendam, Mere-
dith Clarke and April Umbenhower.  We are excited about this new group and look forward to 
its contributions to our life together here at Grace Church.  The committee would welcome new 
members.  If you are interested, please contact the rector. 
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Counterpoint’s new Lay Pastor 
Marty Levesque 

 
On May 10th, Bishop Bob Bennett and the Grace Church wardens announced the appointment 
of Marty Levesque as lay pastor to Grace Church, Brantford.  Marty’s responsibilities will be 
with respect to the Counterpoint congregation and he will also focus on emerging ministries to 
the unchurched.  This (initially part-time) lay pastor appointment is effective the 8th of  
September, 2009. 
 
Marty has just completed his second of three years in the Master of Divinity program at Huron 
University College in London where he is studying for ordained ministry.  Originally from      
Ottawa, Ontario, Marty earned an undergraduate degree in philosophy at Carleton University 
while working as a carded automotive mechanic. At Carleton, his undergraduate studies      
focused specifically on moral political philosophy with a minor in history. He is of French      
Canadian heritage and the younger of two children. Marty enjoys the outdoors, working with 
his hands, and watching hockey. He is engaged and getting married this August to Carolyn 
Marshall, who also hails from the Ottawa area.  We will be announcing an appropriate event in 
September to welcome Marty and Carolyn. 
  
We are convinced that, when you meet Marty you will notice there is something special about 
him.  We are very excited about adding such an inspirational person as Marty to our staff. 
 
Marty is looking forward to his taking up his appointment after he completes his summer      
internship placement at the Parish of Rondeau Bay. In his own words, 
 
“I am excited to meet the community at Grace Church, Brantford and begin my new ministry. 
Counterpoint offers many different opportunities for creative and inventive ministry and it is 
with eager excitement that I am preparing myself to begin the journey of faith together with 
Grace Church members. I look forward to working closely with the community to help further 
the kingdom of God and spread the good news.” 
 
Marty will be with us part time until he completes his studies in April 2010, at which time, he 
will join us as our full time associate.  At the discretionary pleasure of the bishop, Marty will be 
ordained deacon and then priest.  Please keep Marty and Carolyn in your prayers at this     
exciting season of transition in their lives. 
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Major Change Coming to  
Grace Worship Hours 

 
In our modern world, it is a simple fact that people want their Sunday afternoons free for family 
time, visiting, leisure activities and even errands.  We are now in a position to be able to offer 
our main worship at a time that recognizes this reality.  Your feedback has told us that        
worshipping earlier than our current Sunday 11:00 a.m. starting time will be more convenient 
for the large majority of our parish family.  It will give worshippers the opportunity to enjoy 
church and still be out of the worship and coffee & conversation time well before noon. 
 
You have been waiting awhile and now we are thrilled to announce that, with the hiring of 
Marty Levesque as Lay Pastor, announced elsewhere in this newsletter, we will finally have 
the staffing flexibility to make the changes we have been wanting to make to the starting time 
of our main Sunday morning worship service. 
 

So without further adieu, parish council is pleased to  
announce that, effective Sunday September 13th, 2009,  

our main worship service will begin at 10:00 a.m. 
 

We are designating Sunday September 13th,  
‘Bring a Friend to Church Sunday’. 

BBQ on the lawn following the service. 
 

So let’s invite friends, children, grandkids, neighbours back to church with you this coming 
September.  Grace is known for excellence in worship and music.  We have something to be 
proud of and a community of great, loving people.  These changes provide an opportunity to 
get excited about your faith.  You will find that excitement is contagious. 



 
 
When Marty gets on board, he will evaluate Counterpoint worship timing and 
make a recommendation to parish council about the timing of  Counterpoint  
worship at a later date.  It will  remain at 9:30 a.m. Sundays for the immediate  
future. 
                                                   
                   
                  Transitions 

 
We mark the following transitions in the life of the faith community at  

Grace Church: 
 
Welcomed into the family of God at Grace Church through the sacrament of Holy Baptism since Easter are: 
 
Steven Reid Bonney    Nathan Reid Bonney     
Elisha Evelyn Rodriques-Philpot  Brandi Laura Jessie Goodnough  
David William Vincent-Burns   Natalie Christene Vincent 
William Brent Vincent    Andrew John Harold Vincent 
 
We celebrate the sacrament of Holy Matrimony of parishioners:  
 
Katie McElveny and Daniel Johnson – May 9, 2009 
Erin Brook and Jayson Jones – June 13, 2009 
 
Births:  
 
It seems the Symington family have been busy!  On February 15th, Owen Lloyd was born to Mark and Joy   Symington.  On 
March 10th, Yasmine Soad Mabel was born to James and Emily Symington.  Not to be outdone, on April 9th Hayden Maria 
Kathleen Sararas was welcomed into the world.  Her parents are   Darryl and Heather Sararas (nee Symington).  Proud 
grandparents are Lloyd and Sharon Symington.  Congratulations to all. 
 
Deaths: 
 
We celebrate the lives and mourn the passing since our last newsletter of: 
William Ferguson (Ferg) Ferrell (father of Angela Cusworth) 
Daniel John Spence 
Edgar Clayton Burden 
Margaret Kaloostian 
John Pollock 
Kathy MacFadyen (sister of Sherri McElveny) 
 
Ordinations: 
 
Megan Nichols – Thursday June 18, 7:00 p.m. – St. Paul’s Cathedral, London 
Megan will be deacon assistant at St. James’, Westminster, London 
 
Katie Silcox -  Thursday June 18, 7:00 p.m. – St. Paul’s Cathedral, London 
(Katie is the niece of Ruth Mahon and will be on loan to Diocese of Toronto) 
 
Anniversaries:  
 
The Reverend Alex and Joyce Morris will celebrate their 50th Wedding anniversary this summer.  Also Alex celebrated the 
50th anniversary of his ordination to the diaconate (deacon) on May 17th.   He will be marking his 50th anniversary of his ordi-
nation to the priesthood on December 27th.   
 

“Congratulations to Doug & Dorothy Miller” 
      Who celebrated their 65th Anniversary June 9th.  WOW!!!! 
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Ahh Summer!   
 
As we are preparing for the lazy, hazy days of summer, and spending quality time with family and 
friends, please do not forget your family of friends here at Grace and the continuing place of worship 
you have treasured for so many years.  It is a time when we have let our sources of giving to Grace fall 
well below what we need to operate our wonderful programs of outreach for the community, general 
upkeep of the building, music and ministry.   The Wardens are requesting that you find your passion as 
a community to be faithful to your church in continuing your weekly givings via Pre-Authorized Giving 
or by your weekly envelopes.   Pre-Authorized Giving allows your contributions to benefit you and the 
church even while you are unable to attend.  Your thoughtful and devoted attention to this message is 
appreciated. 
 
The Wardens 

A Word of Thanks 
 

To Paul Spong for all he does around Grace Church.  This spring Paul has taken the lead role in         
organizing a geranium sale to benefit our emergency food cupboard, a fellowship evening at a Military 
Tatoo in Hamilton and our upcoming Golf tournament .  Thanks Paul for all you do and to all people who 
give so generously of their time and talents to the faith life of Grace Church. 
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COME SAY GOOD-BYE TO JANET FEHR 

On Sunday July 5th, we are having a celebration after the service as we say ‘goodbye’ to Janet Fehr our 
parish secretary.  Janet and her husband Darren are moving to London in August.  Janet has been a won-
derful blessing to the ministry of Grace parish the last three years and we will miss her many contributions, 
her cheery voice and her hearty laugh and her ‘go the extra mile’ attitude.  

Please join us, July 5th at our 11:00 a.m. service and afterwards for a celebration and presentation to Janet. 

It’s a chance to say a personal thank you for her time among us. 


