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On Saturday, February 28, 2009, Project Empathy held their 5th Annual
Gala Dinner. For the third consecutive year, the dinner was held in the
lower hall of Grace Anglican Church. Project Empathy is a not for profit
outreach of Laurier Brantford that works to raise awareness for HIV and
AIDS. Their main focus has been Botswana, and we are now bringing fo-
cus back to southern Ontario .
Special points of
The Gala Dinner is Project Empathy's main fundraiser each year, and due interest:
to the generosity of the Grace Anglican Church congregation, we have xFamily time activities

been able to have a donated location to keep expenses down. «Introduction to Fresh

. . . o . Expressions
If you would like more information on the organization and/or would like to

get involved with the efforts of Project Empathy please feel free to visit xLenten book reviews
their website at www.project-empathy.org. Our thanks to Grace Church xChildren’s colouring
for your ongoing support of Project Empathy. page

Submitted byessica Bartlett, WLU, Brantford Campus




2009 Holy Week Worship
and Special Events

Saturday April 4" Quiet Day on-site Parish Retreat
8:30 a.m. — 1:30 p.m.
Sunday April 5™ Palm Sunday services
Palm Sunday 8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
9:30 a.m. Counterpoint Praise worship
Tuesday April 7" Quiet guided meditation at base of tower
& Wednesday April 8" 7:30 p.m. —8:30 p.m.
Thursday April 9™ Seder Supper in Upper Parish Hall
Maundy Thursday 5:30 p.m. = 7:15 p.m.

Service - Celebration of the Last Supper, Foot Washing
and Stripping of the altar 7:30 p.m.

Thursday April 9" — All Night Prayer Vigil
Friday April 10" Begins immediately following Thursday evening service through until Friday 6:00 a.m.
Friday April 10" 9:00 a.m. Stations of the Cross
Good Friday
Good Friday Service with Reading of the Passion
10:00 a.m.
Sunday April 12" Holy Eucharist and Celebration of the Resurrection
Easter Day 8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.

9:30 a.m. Counterpoint Praise celebration
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FROM THE RECTOR'S DESK...

As you open this newsletter we will be well into the keeping of Lent and our journey with Jesus to the foot of the cross
will be half way over. And yet, it is a journey that never ends. Each Lent seems to bring me new challenges — spiritual
issues to confront and contemplate, new life breaking in and pieces of my old life that | need to let go of.

Lent is, by its very nature, a time for personal reflection and self examination. And yet, the longer | have been around,
the more convinced | am that, somehow, through the infinite mysteries of God, Lent is best spent doing that reflection
and self examination within the context of Christian community. We have a lot going on at Grace Church this Lent and
Holy Week. Even if you have missed some of it, there is still time to join us at our Lenten worship and movie series and
as we observe the Passion of our Lord during Holy Week. There is a schedule of those Holy Week events printed in this
newsletter.

I hope you will join us. In the meantime, take a half hour to catch up on what is going on in your parish through the
pages of this newsletter. Grace is such a good place to be and the people are so loving and caring. | have preached
about how Christian community, at its best, is like a second family for many of us. Several have commented to me lately
how, when the chips have been down, they have found family here at Grace. Let us all celebrate that. God is doing
something special here. For that we give thanks. Inthe evening tears and the morning shouts of joy we have each
other. Let’s journey together as we anticipate the joy of Easter that is just around the corner.

“I am about to do a new thing here. Behold it has already begun.”
Isaiah 43:19

Dave +

FAMILY TIME ACTIVITIES

Grace Church has been the scene of family-time activities the last couple months.

Grace Family Skate at Harmony Square was held on Jan. 25. Several families skated while

a few skipped the skating but showed up with everyone else at the church for a meal of chili,
/ rolls, hot chocolate and dessert. Games were either brought along or provided and a nice social

time was shared. Many thanks to a small group of ladies who took the time to make

the chili and bake the cakes.

(]

Streamers and balloons gave Shrove Tuesday and Mardi Gras a party atmosphere at Grace on
February 24. The evening showed off our male kitchen chefs, who volunteered to cook and serve pancakes and sau-
sages with the addition of many side garnishes of salads and desserts being provided by some of the parish families.
We thank all those who worked and planned, showed up for the meal, and cleaned up afterwards. Beads, boas, and
masks could be seen throughout the church hall as well as Mardi Gras music to add a
mood to the evening. Board games and cards were made available for families to
make use of as well as Mardi Gras trivia.

NEW PASTORAL VISITAT ION TEAM

A new pastoral visitation team just completed training with the Reverend Alex
Morris. The team will support the Rector in visiting newcomers to the parish
and keeping in touch with shut ins. Members include Nancy Davy, Betty
Chesser, Alice Clarke and Marion Haines.
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FRESH EXPRESSIONS — YOU ARE GOING TO BE HEARING
ALOT ABOUT IT THE NEXT FEW YEARS

eshepressons &

In February, the rector, Reverend Dave Ponting
attended an exciting conference at St. Paul’s
Church on Bloor Street in Toronto, sponsored by
the Diocese of Toronto and the Wycliffe Institute
of Evangelism. His purpose was to learn more
about a movement gaining in momentum and
awareness in Canada after several years
gestation in the Church of England in Britain.
The movement is basically a group looking at
new ways of reaching out with the good news of
Jesus Christ so that the gospel story gets out to
more people in our secular world.

‘Fresh expressions of church’ is the name
given to a large number of groups of people who
have developed in the period from 1990 to the
present day (2008). They are characterized by
lack of formal adherence to traditional patterns
of church life, language and meeting places.
This new movement attempts to make the
Christian message relevant to people who are
not already part of a church. Members of such
groups seek to redefine what it is to be church
and aim to create new ways of connecting with
the communities among whom they live. The
2007 statistical returns from the Church of
England reveal that several tens of thousands of
people are involved in such groups attached to
the Church of England.

Fresh expressions of church have been created
for, among others, skateboard and BMX culture
in Essex, cafe culture in Kidsgrove, artists and
creatives in London ( www.moot.uk.net ),
university students in Southampton, Surfers in

Cornwall, Asian people in Birmingham, people
living in the city centre of Manchester
(www.sanctusl.co.uk) & children in Portsmouth.

Fresh Expressions defines 'fresh expression' as:
"a form of church for our changing culture
established primarily for the benefit of people
who are not yet members of any church.

* It will come into being through principles of
listening, service, incarnational mission and
making disciples.

« It will have the potential to become a mature
expression of church shaped by the gospel and
the enduring marks of the church and for its
cultural context.”

“The movement is really about meeting people
where they are at instead of expecting them to
come to us.” Reverend Ponting reports. “l saw a
video interviewing an 11 year old boy who came
to Jesus through a skateboard church in his
neighbourhood; he was talking about his love for
Jesus. That's right — a church targeted at 10-12
year old skateboarding boys.”

We are going to be hearing more about Fresh
Expressions. Why not Google around and
educate yourself about what the church is doing
to be faithful to the gospel call to make disciples
of all nations. (Matthew 28).
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GRACES CLOSET GETS A FACELIFT

Space is at a premium at Grace Church with the demand on use of the building overflowing
many days during the week. In order to have a space to hold Christian education events and
pastoral care support groups in private (the fireside room does not give groups privacy) we

have turned the old Grace’s Closet room off the lower parish hall into a Christian Education
Room. The room has received a beautiful fresh coat of paint and, thanks to generous donors,
we have installed a new large flat screen TV with DVD player. The new equipment was used
for the first time as we kicked off our Lenten series with the movie “The Bucket List”. What a
great way for a large group to view a video!

The board room table is there for meetings in addition to the audio-visual capabilities for video
events. Our vision is to also create a small library and sitting area in the room for small group

discussion. To that end, if you are able to donate an earth-tone couch and/or love seat or a
small set of bookcases please call the church office at 752-6814, ext. 21.

Let's make this room one of the key gathering places at Grace.

Featuring
Crazy Love DVD
& Study Guide
by Author
Francis Chan
www.crazylove.com

“Be still and know that | am God!”

--Psalm 46:10

Saturday, April 4

Grace Church

8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Registration Cost: $15
Deadline March 29
Contact Renée Anderson

8:30 Coffee & muffins
Opening Prayers
DVD and Study
Personal reflection
& Prayers
Eucharist
Lunch
Closing

God is calling you
to a passionate
love relationship

with Himself.
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PARISH DIRECTORY

At the February 1% Annual Vestry meeting the following people were either appointed or elected to

positions in the parish:

Rector’'s Warden:
Peoples’ Warden:
Deputy Rector’'s Warden:

St. Stephen’s House Warden:

Property Chair:
Lay Delegates to Synod:

Alternate Delegates to Synod:

David Anderson
Renee Anderson
Hilary Bowring
Marion Bailey
Bob Bailey

Pegg Frederick
Lloyd Symington
June Spence
Karen Anderson

MEMBERS OF PARISH COUNCIL:

Rev. David M. Ponting
Renée Anderson
Stuart Cusworth
Marion Bailey
Dave Anderson
Jennifer Patterson
Lesley Brook

Alice Clarke

Karen Anderson
Pegg Frederick
Lloyd Symington
Anne Bettis

Hilary Bowring
Ruth Mahon

June Spence
Dave Johnston
Ann Valenzo

Mike Umbenhower

MEMBER EMERITUS: Dr. Jim Digby

RECORDER:

Janet Fehr
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ANNUAL VESTRY MEETIN G HIGHLIGHTS

The annual vestry meeting of the parish took place on Sunday February 1%, following the main
service. Attendance was strong as the parish hall was full to capacity.

Highlights of the meeting included:

X Financial statements for 2008 that showed the budget at break-even due to a decision by the
churchwardens to include a one-time capital gain on investments in the operating budget
under income.

X Presentation of a balanced budget for 2009.

X Election of Renee Anderson as People’s Warden. Appointment of Dave Anderson
(no relation) as Rector’'s Warden and Hilary Bowring as Deputy Rector's Warden. Marion
Bailey was acclaimed as Deputy Warden in charge of St. Stephen’s House Christian
Residence.

X Pegg Frederick and Lloyd Symington were acclaimed as lay delegates to Synod with June
Spence and Karen Anderson acclaimed the alternate lay delegates.

X A motion was moved by the Worship Committee and passed by the Vestry concerning timing
of the main worship service. That motion is reproduced here:

Whereas, the parish has taken steps to hire an Associate Priest in 2009 to be dedicated to the
Counterpoint ministry, and whereas this creates an opportunity to revisit service worship times, and
whereas parish leaders have had feedback that the 11:00 am start time for our main service is too
late for many.

Be it resolved that, the main service time be switched to 10:00 a.m. as soon as another priest
becomes available. This change in service times will be communicated via an every member
household mailing, newsletter, exterior signage, and advertising in the Expositor with at least four
weeks’ notice given to the parish. Also, be it resolved that an ad hoc committee consisting of the
rector, a warden and at least one Sunday School teacher be set up to determine the full impact of
this change on Sunday School space usage in order to ensure that adequate provision is made for
this important children’s ministry.

The motion was passed by a huge majority of over 90% of vestry members. Three voted against the
motion.

The parish will be kept up to date on developments to implement this motion.

At the conclusion of the meeting, the rector thanked the ACW for providing the luncheon that day
and the entire congregation for their support of the many ministries of Grace church.
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LENTEN BOOK REVIEWS

Lent is a great time to pick up a devotional book. Something we might not necessarily do at other
times of the year. Here are some thoughts on a couple books you might be interested in exploring.

THE SHACK —Wm. Paul Young

Perhaps you have heard people talking about ‘The Shack’. It's one of the popular bestselling books
out right now and available at Gospel Lighthouse on King George Rd. or out of town at Chapters,
Indigo and other mainstream book stores. This book is written by self-admitted Christian Wm. Paul
Young (Windblown Media, 2007, California). |read ‘The Shack’ recently during some down time and
found it a very quick and easy read. It's a fictional novel written from the narrative perspective of a
father whose young daughter is abducted during a family vacation. Evidence seems to indicate that
the daughter is murdered at a secluded shack deep in an isolated area of the Rocky Mountains,
although her body is not found. The father, Mack, falls into a dark place of mourning and
overwhelming guilt rendering him virtually dysfunctional. Four years later he receives a mysterious
note, purportedly from God, inviting him back to that shack for a weekend.

The novel tries to address the question “Where is God in a world of so much pain?” Mack goes back
to the shack for the weekend and has a series of dialogues with God (in various guises) and is
granted insights into the ways of the world from God’s perspective. He is also shown a glimpse into
the afterlife that the author intends the reader to take great comfort in.

| found the author’s attempts to paint a picture of the world through God'’s eyes interesting but, quite
frankly, not overly faith-building. St. Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 2: 8-9 ‘Eye has not seen, nor

ear heard, nor the human heart conceived, the things God has prepared for those who love him'.
When Christian novelists attempt to envision that which our hearts cannot conceive it always falls
short for me and seems like too much fantasy. Having said that, it is the task of the artists in society
to explore the mysteries on behalf of us all. Taken as an exploration of these unfathomable
mysteries, the book has merit. However, | think if one views the novel as one person’s love poem to
God - the author’s personal thanksgiving for the gift of faith as comfort in troubled times, then the
book may be comforting and, at the least, thought provoking.

THE RETURN OF THE PRODIGAL — Henri J.M. Nouwen

And now for something completely different | offer up a modern devotional that has quickly become a
classic — ‘The Return of the Prodigal’ by Henri Nouwen (Image Books, Doubleday, NY 1994) and
available at Gospel Lighthouse. This devotional offers a reflection on the parable of the prodigal
found only in the Gospel of Luke, chapter 15. | was drawn to the book because this has always been
my favourite parable and | wondered what new insights | might find through Nouwen'’s eyes. Nouwen
uses the beauty of Rembrandt’s painting “The Return of the Prodigal Son” as his jumping off point.

He looks at the parable through the eyes of the younger son upon his return, the father’s restoration
of status to the prodigal, the elder son’s vengefulness and the father's compassion. Nouwen evokes
his own spiritual journey in investigating the parable. He finds themes of homecoming, reconciliation,
and affirmation as hope for all who have known loneliness, dejection, jealousy, alienation, and anger
in their lives.

Nouwen writes of a father whose joy was so intense that he couldn’t wait to start celebrating (upon the
son’s return.) This is the God who longs for our hearts to return to him.

| found this book just reinforced my love of the parable and my understanding of the awesome grace
of God in my life. | loved this book and would recommend it highly to anyone seeking to keep Lent
through a new act of devotion.

Submitted by the Rector.
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THE CHILDREN'S BIBLE IN A NUTSHELL

If you need a laugh today, then this should
do it!

A child was asked to write a book report on the entire Bible. |
wonder how often we take for granted that children understand
what we are teaching???

Through the eyes of a child:
The Children's Bible in a Nutshell

In the beginning, which occurred near the start, there was
nothing but God, darkness, and some gas. The Bible says, The
Lord thy God is one, but | think He must be a lot older than that.
Anyway, God said, 'Give me a light!" and someone did.

Then God made the world. He split the Adam and made Eve.
Adam and Eve were naked, but they weren't embarrassed
because mirrors hadn't been invented yet.

Adam and Eve disobeyed God by eating one bad apple, so they
were driven from the Garden of Eden.....Not sure what they were
driven in though, because they didn't have cars.

Adam and Eve had a son, Cain, who hated his brother as long
as he was Abel.

Pretty soon all of the early people died off, except for
Methuselah, who lived to be like a million or something.

One of the next important people was Noah, who was a good
guy, but one of his kids was kind of a Ham. Noah built a large
boat and put his family and some animals on it. He asked some
other people to join him, but they said they would have to take a
rain check.

After Noah came Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Jacob was more
famous than his brother, Esau, because Esau sold Jacob the
name Joseph, who wore a really loud sports coat.

Another important Bible guy is Moses, whose real name was
Charlton Heston. Moses led the Israel Lights out of Egypt and
away from the evil Pharaoh after God sent ten plagues on
Pharaoh's people. These plagues included frogs, mice, lice,
bowels, and no cable.

God fed the Israel Lights every day with manicotti. Then he
gave them His Top Ten Commandments. These include: don't
lie, cheat, smoke, dance, or covet your neighbor's stuff.

Oh, yeah, | just thought of one more: Humor thy father and thy
mother.

One of Moses' best helpers was Joshua who was the first Bible
guy to use spies. Joshua fought the battle of Geritol and the
fence fell over on the town.

After Joshua came David. He got to be king by killing a giant
with a slingshot. He had a son named Solomon who had about
300 wives and 500 porcupines. My teacher says he was wise,
but that doesn't sound very wise to me.

After Solomon there were a bunch of major league prophets.
One of these was Jonah, who was swallowed by a big whale and
then barfed up on the shore.

There were also some minor league prophets, but | guess we
don't have to worry about them.

After the Old Testament came the New Testament. Jesus is the
star of The New. He was born in Bethlehem in a barn. (I wish |
had been born in a barn too, because my mom is always saying
to me, 'Close the door! Were you born in a barn?' It would be
nice to say, 'As a matter of fact, | was.")

During His life, Jesus had many arguments with sinners like the
Pharisees and the Democrats.
Jesus also had twelve opossums.

The worst one was Judas Asparagus. Judas was so evil that
they named a terrible vegetable after him.

Jesus was a great man. He healed many leopards and even

preached to some Germans on the Mount.

But the Democrats and all those guys put Jesus on trial before
Pontius the Pilot. Pilot didn't stick up for Jesus. He just washed
his hands instead.

Anyways, Jesus died for our sins, then came back to life again.
He went up to Heaven but will be back at the end of the
Aluminum. His return is foretold in the book of Revolution.

| believe this about sums it up.

Author Unknown

4
/,
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MOVIE NIGHTS AT GRACE!!

2009 Parish Lenten Series -LIFE AND DEATH

This year we are running a five week movie series entitled “Life and Death” on Wednesday evenings at
6:30 p.m. in the room below the stage off the lower parish hall. The evenings start with refreshments at
6:30, the movie is played and then a facilitated discussion about theological themes in that evening’s
movie takes place. The first evening we had 20 people attend a screening and discussion about the
movie “The Bucket List” starring Jack Nicholson and Morgan Freeman.

On Ash Wednesday, as Lent begins, the priest traditionally marks the sign of the cross in ashes on the
believer’'s forehead with the words: “Remember you are but dust and to dust you shall return.” Thus, the
Christian’s Lenten walk in solidarity with Christ to the foot of the cross begins. But is walking with Jesus
through Lent about our death or about our living? This series asks this question through film and
discussion.

The goal of the series is to foster discussion about the Christian view of death and the Christian call to
live a vibrant, full life. The movies we will be viewing have been chosen to encourage discussion. lItis
hoped that, by the conclusion of the series we will have the building blocks in place for a Christian
spirituality of death and talked a lot about what it means to be truly present to living in the moment. We’d
love to have you join us for the last few movies.

The schedule for the remainder of Lent is:

Wednesday March 11" Places in the Heart starring Sally Field and Danny Glover

Wednesday March 18" Babette's Feast — a story of scarcity and abundance

Wednesday March 25" Million Dollar Baby — the 2004 Academy Award winner for Best Picture, Best
Actress, and Best Supporting Actor - starring Clint Eastwood, Hilary Swank
and Morgan Freeman

Wednesday April 1 The Passion of the Christ — the controversial Mel Gibson-directed movie on
The passion of our Lord

Come to just one or come to them all. We’d love to have you join us.

If you have never attended a Lenten series before, this is an easy,
safe way to dip your big toe in the Lenten waters
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CHILDREN'S CORNER - COLORING PAGE
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